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shall be the average rate quoted on the Geneva Exchange
during the month preceding November 11, 1918.
There may be established in the territories referred to in
Article 51, for the settlement of the aforesaid debts under the
conditions laid down in Section III of Part X (Economic
Clauses) of the present Treaty, a special clearing office, it
being understood that this office shall be regarded as a " central
office " under the provisions of paragraph 1 of the Annex to the
said Section.
ARTICLE 73.
The private property, rights and interests of Alsace-
Lorrainers in Germany will be regulated by the stipulations of
Section IV of Part X (Economic Clauses) of the present Treaty.
ARTICLE 74.
The French Government reserves the right to retain and
liquidate all the property, rights and interests which German
nationals or societies controlled by Germany possessed in the
territories referred to in Article 51 on November 11, 1918,
subject to the conditions laid down in the last paragraph of
Article 53 above.
Germany will directly compensate her nationals who may
have been dispossessed by the aforesaid liquidations.
The product of these liquidations shall be applied in
accordance with the stipulations of Sections III and IV of
Part X (Economic Clauses) of the present Treaty.
ARTICLE 75.
Notwithstanding the stipulations of Section V of Part X
(Economic Clauses) of the present Treaty, all contracts made
before the date of the promulgation in Alsace-Lorraine of the
French decree of November 30,1918, between Alsace-Lorrainers
(whether individuals or juridical persons) or others resident in
Alsace-Lorraine on the one part and the German Empire or
German States and their nationals resident in, Germany on the
other part, the execution of which has been suspended by the
Armistice or by subsequent French legislation, shall be main-
tained.
Nevertheless, any contract of which the French Govern-
ment shall notify the cancellation to Germany in the general
interest within a period of six months from the date of the